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revoke or modify her edicts as that they would cease to violate
the neutral commerce of the United States, the President might
declare the fact by proclamation; and that, if the other nation
did not do the same thing within, three months thereafter, the
President might put the Non-intercourse Act in force against
her. A copy of this law was immediately forwarded to the
American minister in Paris, and he was instructed to say to
the French Government that they now had an opportunity, by
repealing their edicts as to the United States,' to see the latter
put their Non-intercotirse Act in force against England, in order
to compel her to abandon her Orders in Council. At the same
tim%our minister was directed to combine, with his application
for a repeal of the French Decrees, a demand for restitution of
the American property that had been sequestered in France.

Napoleon adroitly seized upon this overture. On the 5th of
August, 1810, his foreign secretary wrote to our minister, that
as Congress had now retraced their steps, and had opened
the trade of France to American ports, and engaged to oppose
whichever of the belligerent powers that should refuse to
acknowledge the rights of neutrals, he was authorized to de-
clare the Decrees of Berlin and Milan revoked, and that after the
1st of the ensuing [November they would cease to have effect;
it being understood, he added, that, in consequence of this
declaration, the English should revoke their Orders in Council
and renounce the new principles of blockade which they had
wished to establish, or that the United States, conformably to
their Non-intercourse Act, should cause their rights to be re-
spected by the English. He further expressed the satisfaction
of the Emperor in making known this determination, and added
that His Majesty loved the Americans, and that their prosperity
and their commerce were within the scope of his policy. But
no copy of any repealing decree was furnished to the Ameri-
can minister, and he consequently could not enable his col-
league in London to exhibit to the British Government any
thing but the conditional and equivocal French note of August
5, 1810. As late as the Tth of September, all that could be
further drawn from the French secretary was, that the Berlin
and Milan Decrees would not be applied to American vessels,
if they could be considered as American, but that they would